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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Handwriting Policy 

 
Intent 

At St Mary’s, we believe that handwriting is a necessary skill that children must develop to be able 
to communicate effectively. Children must be able to write legibly with ease and speed. The 
development of this fluid style enables children to focus their energy on the content of their writing. 
 
Aims 

 Children will be encouraged to form letters correctly to write in a consistent, well 
presented and legible format. 

 To have a consistent approach across Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and 2 when 
teaching handwriting. 

 For children to develop their handwriting so that they can focus on the content of their 
writing rather than the physical energy required to write. 

 
Implementation 
All children will be taught to: 

 Hold their writing tool correctly. Children should be encouraged to use the tripod grip as 
shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Adopt the correct posture when writing as shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 From Year 2, write using the continuous cursive script agreed at St Mary’s as shown below. 
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 Write from left to right and from the top to the bottom of the page. 

 Correctly form letters, which are appropriately sized. 

 Use regular spacing between letters and words. 

 Take pride in their written work and presentation.  
 
In EYFS, children will develop their gross motor skills for mark making including developing their 
overall body strength, coordination, balance and agility. They will use a range of large and small 
apparatus to achieve this. They will also develop their small motor skills by using a range of tools 
competently such as paintbrushes, scissors, cutlery and mark making tools. These skills will 
enable children to develop the foundations of a handwriting style, which is fast, accurate and 
efficient. Letter formation will be taught in line with our phonics program – Essential Letters and 
Sounds. ELS Mnemonics and Rhymes are used to aid letter formation (Appendix 1). 
 
In Year 1, children continue to use the ELS Mnemonics and Rhymes to form printed letters 
efficiently. In the summer term, children should be introduced to the basic joins to initially form 
individual letters using the continuous cursive script. By the end of Year 1, children should be able 
to write individual letters of the alphabet using the continuous cursive script. 
 
In Year 2, children should initially form individual letters using the continuous cursive script before 
progressing to joining letters to form words. By the end of Year 2, children should be able to write 
full words using the continuous cursive script after modelling during their handwriting lessons.  
 
In Year 3, children will continue to build upon their skills developed in KS1 to independently join 
letters to form words. By the end of Year 3, children should be able to fully adopt the continuous 
cursive script in all writing. 
 
In Years 4, 5 and 6 children will be expected to use cursive handwriting in all areas of the 
curriculum. Children will continue to increase their fluency, style and speed. Those children whose 
writing is neat and legible may be encouraged to use pens. 
 
Any child who is not on track to meet expectations will receive additional support and/or 
interventions.  
 
Discreet handwriting sessions will be taught twice per week from year 1 onwards. Children will use 
a handwriting book with guidelines during these sessions.  
 
Children should use the handwriting style appropriate to their year group in all curriculum subjects.  
 
Teachers should model accurately the handwriting style appropriate to their year group in their 
teaching and marking.  
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Appendix 1 
 
 


